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Marna Stalcup, Program Manager coordinates all aspects of The Right Brain Initiative. She is responsible for engaging
the community in the planning process, overseeing program design and taking the project to full implementation. Marna
joined the Regional Arts & Culture Council staff in the fall of 2007, bringing to her position a 25-year career in arts
education. At Portland's Jefferson High School she served as events manager and performing arts magnet program
coordinator. In Vancouver, Washington she was founding faculty member of the Vancouver School of Arts and Academics
and part of a small team of educators that established The Communications Academy. Most recently, Marna was
managing director of Caldera, a local non-profit arts organization that provides programs for middle and high school
students and professional artists. She earned her bachelor’s degree in Textiles, Clothing and Art from the University of
Washington and completed additional coursework at Portland State University in early childhood education.

Carin Rosenberg, Implementation Manager brings many years of arts education program administration as well as six
years of elementary classroom teaching to her work at Young Audiences, which serves as the Implementation Partner for
The Right Brain Initiative. She lived for many years in Boston where she administered arts integration programming for
arts organizations that brought the arts into the classroom, community centers and youth after-school programs. Carin
also taught anti-oppression courses to teachers and teachers-in-training. She received a bachelor's from the University
of Pennsylvania, a Master's in elementary education and creative arts in learning from Lesley University and a Master's in
arts in education from Harvard University.

Rebecca Burrell, Qutreach Specialist, is a proud product of the Portland Public Schools, bringing to The Right Brain
Initiative a diverse background in the arts, marketing and education. With over five years of dedicated communications
experience, Rebecca worked most recently with the Museum of Contemporary Craft and Pacific Northwest College of Art,
where she engaged in all aspects of outreach, from advertising and public relations, to social media and direct
community engagement. Other past work opportunities have sent her across the country, beginning with her tenure as a
service learning specialist at Taos Middle School, New Mexico. While in Taos, she also helped to found and develop year-
round programming for ECO, an interdisciplinary arts center for youth. Rebecca has worked at Rappy & Company, a
boutique graphic design agency in New York and as an educator at the Mattress Factory, a contemporary art museum in
Pittsburgh. She holds a BA in Communications from Antioch College.

Briana Linden, Implementation Coordinator has worked in regional non-profits since 1997 including the Oregon Zoo,
Portland Art Museum and Artists Repertory Theatre; prior to that she was a preschool teacher. Most recently, Briana was
director of Blue Sky/Oregon Center for the Photographic Arts. She brings this experience and more than 17 years as an
educator and teaching artist to her work at Young Audiences, which serves as the Implementation Partner for the Right
Brain Initiative. A Portland native, her roots in the local arts community run wide and deep and fuel her desire to deliver
the arts to her community of origin. Briana received her bachelor’s of fine arts with a focus on works on paper from
Marylhurst University in 2005. A practicing artist, Briana works in encaustic, printmaking, drawing and photography.

Kendra Yao, Program Specialist assists with the myriad details of The Right Brain Initiative including communications,
events and meetings, and program documentation and evaluation. She moved to Portland from Ohio in 2008 and joined
the staff of the Regional Arts & Culture Council in 2009. Kendra has created arts education opportunities for children and
adults in classrooms, museums, theaters, and outdoor spaces since 2003. She earned her undergraduate degree in
psychology, and has a Masters degree in art education from The Ohio State University. She brings four years of experience
managing education programs at Wexner Center for the Arts, a multidisciplinary contemporary arts center in Ohio, and
Museum of Contemporary Craft in Portland. She has also enjoyed curating children’s film and performing arts festivals.
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Rohin Chilstrom is a multidisciplinary artist and arts administrator. She has over 30 years experience teaching art and
working professionally as a performing and visual artist. As an arts educator, she has worked with grades K-12 in public and
private schools, residential treatment facilities and community sites. Over the years she has guided children through the
process of creating and performing original plays and songs, as well as making puppets, masks, costumes, sets, props,
murals, comics and stories — the dominant focus of her work through Earth Arts NW, which she co-founded in 2003. As Earth
Art’s program director, she has guided the design of adaptable formats used to develop multi-arts residencies that can be
linked to art, language arts, history, science and environmental curriculum.

Emily Stone is a multidisciplinary artist whose work is situated on the threshold of dance, theater, and visual arts. While she
has been a performing artist and educator for nearly 15 years, Emily recently earned her MFA in Interdisciplinary Art with a
focus in experiential education from Goddard College. Professionally, her collaboratively devised projects have been presented
by experimental theaters, contemporary art galleries, new dance, video and time-based art festivals, academic conferences
and colleges throughout the Northwest. As an experienced arts educator, she has worked with pre-K/12 students in a wide
variety of settings—in the classroom, onstage and backstage at numerous children's theaters, and outdoors in wilderness
therapy programs. Most recently, Emily has served as drama specialist for the Opal School at the Children's Museum.

Wendy Thompson is a freelance writer and Education Coordinator for Saturday Academy. She has been an arts educator for
over two decades and helped open the Vancouver School of Arts and Academics in Washington State. Her award winning poetry
has been published in Arnazella, Poet’s Ink, Synapse, VoiceCatcher, and Spoleto 2000. She was selected to attend Flight of the
Mind Writers’ Workshop and Spoleto Writers’ Symposium in Spoleto, Italy. With an MFA in dance, Wendy published professional
articles in Teaching Tolerance, Science & Children, and Impulse Journal. She is currently pursuing certification as a
poetry/journal therapy facilitator, but realizes that integrated arts education is her greatest passion.

Natalie Serber is a writer and educator with wide experience teaching writing to students from kindergarten through college as
well as adults. In addition, she has facilitated workshops for populations that might not otherwise have access to writing in
community. She received her MFA in Creative Writing from Warren Wilson College. Her work has appeared in numerous

journals and she has been the recipient of the John Steinbeck Award for Fiction, the Tobias Wolf Fiction Award, and Short—-



